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House of Burgess: CNBC loses control of its 
debate 


RNC Chairman 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Nearly every GOP candidate’s staff met at the Hilton Alexandria Old Town 
in Alexandria, Virginia, Sunday to draw up new debate demands — without 


inviting the Republican National Committee. 


“Shortly before the meeting began, RNC Chairman Reince Priebus 
announced a staff shake-up within the GOP,” reported The Washington 


Post’s David Weigel and Robert Costa Sunday. 


Two days before, Priebus wrote an open letter to Andrew Lack, NBC News 
chairman, in response to the Oct. 28 CNBC debate at the University of 
Colorado in Boulder, announcing the RNC’s suspension of NBC News’ 


involvement in the Feb. 26, 2016, University of Houston debate. 


“[I] expect the media to host a substantive debate on consequential issues 


important to Americans,” he wrote. “CNBC did not.” 


UNDERCARD 


CNBC’s debate tweets scroll was a repetitive, mind-numbing torrent. The 
addition of twitchy bloviators Jim Cramer and Rick Santelli to hosts Carl 
Quintanilla, Becky Quick and John Harwood didn’t lend credibility. The 
economy was the alleged subject, yet lightning round questions included the 
candidates’ top three smartphone apps, and if the day after the Super Bowl 


should be a holiday. 


As former Virginia Gov. Jim Gilmore failed to scrape up enough points in the 
polls, he was once again left off. South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham, who 
pandered mightily, stuck to national security. Unlike former Pennsylvania 
Sen. Rick Santorum and Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal, Graham and former 


New York Gov. George Pataki defended climate change science. 


Losers: All. 


Highlight: Santorum gave a shout out to Colorado-based Coors. “I do drink 
a lot of Coors beers,” he said. Graham went further. “If you’re looking for 
good beer policy, I’m your best bet,” he said. “My dad owned a bar. I know 
beer.” (Later, Texas Sen. Ted Cruz seemingly answered. “If you want 
someone to grab a beer with, I may not be that guy,” he said. “But if you 
want someone to drive you home, I will get the job done and I will get you 


home.”) 


PRIMETIME 


Right away, Ohio Gov. John Kasich attacked Donald Trump, who fired back 
about Kasich’s tenure as a Lehman Brothers senior executive. Trump was 
asked if he was running a “comic book version of a campaign.” (This could 


have been put more artfully.) 


After criticizing Super PACs, Trump said he could be packing heat. “I do 
carry on occasion, sometimes a lot,” he said. “But I like to be 
unpredictable.” He later claimed to have negotiated the debate time from 


three hours to two. (In reality, the difference was around 15 minutes.) 


Kasich and former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee defended Medicaid and 
Medicare, while Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul panned them. “It’s your 
grandparents’ fault for having too many damn kids,” said Paul, to audible 
gasps. Carly Fiorina, who ran Hewlett-Packard into the ground as CEO, 


equated giant businesses’ rise with socialism. 


Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush resembled a sweaty Nixon next to Kennedy- 
esque Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, as Bush attacked Rubio for missing Senate 
votes. “What is it, like a French work week?” Bush said. Rubio handily 


dismissed Bush’s selective concern. 


After Rubio opened the door by slamming a Sun-Sentinel editorial calling 
for his resignation, Cruz joined the media-bashing bandwagon to rapturous 


applause. Others used this to get out of answering anything. 


Dr. Ben Carson distanced himself from Mannatech, the discredited 
supplement company with which he was deeply involved. New Jersey Gov. 
Chris Christie raged against a daily fantasy sports query. “Let people play,” 


he said, “who cares?” 


After defending his climate change belief, Christie exploded. “Do you want 
me to answer or do you want to answer?” he said. “Even in New Jersey what 
you're doing is called rude.” (Where was the bellyaching when Fox News 


was asking the incisive questions?) 


Winners: Trump, Rubio, Cruz, Christie, Fiorina. 


Losers: Bush, Kasich, Paul, Carson, Huckabee. 


Highlight: In his closing remarks, I believed Huckabee was addressing me 
personally. “Sometimes we’re held up in contempt by people who write 


columns,” he said. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


